
Partnership Dean:   Fr. Christopher Warren 

Partnership Chair:   Mr. Joe Ronan 

Website:       www.heavenfieldpartnership.org.uk 

Telephone:   01434 603119 

Email:            admin@stmaryshexham.org.uk 

The Heavenfield Partnership is a united group of the Roman Catholic parishioners in Bellingham, Haltwhistle, Haydon Bridge, Hexham, 

Minsteracres, Otterburn and Swinburne, supporting each other in the creation of a vibrant and evangelising community. 

PARTNERSHIP MID-WEEK UPDATE 

Date: 23rd June 2020 

SOME CHURCHES RE-OPENED FOR PRIVATE PRAYER 

Bishop Robert Byrne CO has announced the re–opening of four churches for individual prayer> 

 St. Mary’s Cathedral, Newcastle upon Tyne: from 15th June, open daily from 1.00pm – 4.00pm (including 

Saturday and Sunday) plus 9.30am – 11.15am on Saturday and Sunday only. 

 St. Mary’s Church, Sunderland: from 15th June, open from 10.00am to 1.00pm, Monday to Friday. 

 St. Aidan’s Church, Ashington: reopened as a one–off on Friday 19th June from 1.00pm to 4.00pm (for Feast 

of the Sacred Heart). Subsequent regular opening hours are from 1.00pm to 4.00pm on Tuesday, Thursday and 

Sunday. Last entry will be 3.30pm. 

 St. Patrick's Church, Consett: Reopened on Saturday 20th June at 11.00am and then will be open Monday to 

Saturday 11.00am to 2.00pm and Sunday 2.00pm to 4.00pm.  

Due to social distancing measures, there will be a limited capacity in each church. Should the maximum capacity of a 

church be met, a queueing system will be implemented outside of the Church. 

We have just heard that Saint Mary’s, Hexham will be amongst the second wave of churches to open within the 

Diocese. The first date of opening still has to be confirmed, but time for private prayer will be available on Wednesdays 

and Saturdays. 

You can download and read the Diocesan handbook for the reopening of churches by accessing 

www.stmaryshexham.org.uk/ and then clicking on “Reopening Handbook”. 

Similarly, you can download and read the frequently asked questions (FAQs) guide by accessing 

www.stmaryshexham.org.uk/ and then clicking on “Reopening FAQ”. 

You can read the full statement from the Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle on the re-opening of our churches by 

accessing www.rcdhn.org.uk/communications/pressreleases/2020/Launch%20statement%20for%20the%20reopening%

20of%20churches.pdf 

A PRIEST’S PERSPECTIVE ON RE-OPENING CATHOLIC CHURCHES FOR PRIVATE PRAYER 

Canon Christopher Whitehead, Parish Priest of St John the Evangelist Catholic Church in Bath has been able to re-open 

his church after the UK Government eased lockdown restrictions recently. If you access www.cbcew.org.uk/a-priests-

perspective-on-re-opening-catholic-churches-for-private-prayer/ you can listen to a ‘Catholic News’ podcast in which 

Canon Christopher discusses the challenges of re-opening for private prayer such as the need to respect the necessary 

social distancing requirements, rigorous cleaning routines and marshalling. The podcast also covers the impact of lockdown 

– conducting small, tightly regulated funerals, new challenges like live-streaming Mass and the need to stay connected to 

parishioners and the community. There’s a personal impact too – missing that human connection that we all need. 



What a few days this has been for Feasts. The Sacred Heart of Jesus on Friday gone, the Immaculate Heart of 

Mary on Saturday, followed by the 12th Sunday of the year. And then we were straight into two of our own 

special saints, John Fisher and Thomas More on Monday - I can still remember going with the school to a cinema 

in Jesmond to see A Man for All Seasons. And of course today (Tuesday) we celebrate St Etheldreda who was 

married to Egfrith son of King Oswy of Northumbria in the 7th century. 

But tomorrow we celebrate the Nativity of St John the Baptist, a saint who is older than Jesus himself, because by 

my reckoning this choice of date has him about 6 months older than Jesus. 

Now in some respect because he was killed at the beginning of Christ’s public ministry I think that it’s a bit too 

easy to pass John by. But all four evangelists bring the person of John clearly to our attention. It is John, a waiting 

figure, calling people to a radical change of heart in readiness for the coming of the Saviour, who introduces the 

adult Jesus in each of the Gospels. 

And that message of his must have been particularly persuasive because the crowds flocked in their droves to see 

him. But why was he so popular?  I can’t imagine his was a particularly enticing image or location – for there he 

was in the wilderness, in his camel skin clothes and eating locusts. Nevertheless people did go, all the people of 

Jerusalem and Judea as we read in the first chapter of St Mark’s Gospel. People it seems went in the first century 

equivalent of bus loads to listen to John’s message and be baptised. 

And perhaps the fact that this message was proclaimed  in the wilderness is very apt for it was in the wilderness 

that the people of Israel wandered as they made their way out of Egypt, it was in the wilderness that they met 

God. And so perhaps it was fitting that it was once again in the wilderness that the word of God came to the 

people through the prophetic voice of John. The call of  the Baptist bringing to the people the living word of God.  

And having waited for such a long time since the last of the great prophets was active in the kingdom, it was 

perhaps no wonder that these crowds of people were prepared to put themselves out and respond to that 

compelling call of John. And there in the river Jordan by the nature of their baptism make a very public profession 

to begin to change their lives in preparation of the coming of the Messiah. 

And that call of John echoes down the centuries to us. For we too are being called into our own wilderness to 

make ready to receive Jesus into our lives. To try our best, as hard as it might seem, to lock out those 

distractions that are so evident in the world around us at this difficult time. To find the space and the time to find 

and acknowledge God’s presence in the world and within us. To find him in the beauty of nature, to find him in 

our homes, to find him in the love of our families – a welcoming hug, a warm smile, a friendly word. To find Him, 

to find God, who loves us unconditionally, in the myriad facets of our lives. 

And if we are able to do that, if we can find our way into our own special wilderness and become attuned to the 

word of God. To find the space which will help us recognise the signs of his Kingdom in the reality of our 

everyday lives. If we can find the space to respond to the echo of John’s call then what better way to prepare for 

whatever the world and fate may bring our way? Stay Safe, Stay Faithful.  Amen 

Deacon David 

A MESSAGE FROM OUR DEACONS 

Each week, one of our Permanent 

Deacons will provide a topical reflection 

for us to consider. This week, Deacon 

David Collins writes: 



SAINTS’ DAYS THIS WEEK 

Saturday 27th June: Saint Cyril of Alexandria 

 

Alexandria was the largest city in the ancient world. 

Rather like Los Angeles, it was a sprawling mixture of 

races and creeds; and it was a byword for the violence of 

its sectarian politics, whether of Greeks against Jews or 

of orthodox Christians against heretics. Cyril began his 

career as a worthy follower of this tradition. He 

succeeded his uncle as bishop of Alexandria in 412, and 

promptly solved a number of outstanding problems by 

closing the churches of the Novatian heretics and 

expelling the Jews from the city. This caused trouble and 

led to an ongoing quarrel with the Imperial governor of 

the city and to murderous riots. It is not for this part of 

his life that St Cyril is celebrated. 

 

In 428, Nestorius, the new Patriarch of Constantinople (and hence one of the most important bishops in the world) made 

statements that could be interpreted as denying the divinity of Christ. The dual nature – human and divine – has always been hard 

for us to accept or understand, and if it seems easy it is only because we have not thought about it properly. Those who dislike 

problems have had two responses: to deny the human nature of Christ or to deny his divinity: and either leads to disaster, since 

both deny the Incarnation and hence the divinisation of human nature. 

The resulting battle was as unedifying as most of the early fights that defined the shape of Christianity, because both sides were 

concerned to defend something that they saw as being of infinite and eternal importance. If it had been a question of power 

politics, of who got what post and what revenues, the matter could have been settled quietly – but this was not about power, it 

was important, and the victory was more important than the methods. Seen from fifteen centuries later, the proceedings seem 

melodramatic and absurd: Cyril arriving at the Council of Ephesus accompanied by fifty bishops wielding baseball bats (or the fifth-

century equivalent); the Emperor, burdened with a sister who supported Cyril and a wife who supported Nestorius; the ratification 

of the contradictory decrees of both the council that supported Cyril and the council that supported Nestorius; the imprisonment 

of both bishops; the bribery... 

To revere Cyril of Alexandria is not to approve the methods he used: he fought according to the conventions of the time, and with 

its weapons. But he never sought to destroy Nestorius or any of his opponents, only to win the day for the truth of salvation: 

would that controversies today were fought with such pure motives. 

After the fireworks of the Council, Cyril was moderate and conciliatory, and sought to reconcile to the Church any Nestorians 

who were willing to engage in dialogue. It is largely through his efforts that we can celebrate (even if we still fail to understand 

completely) the two natures of Christ, and that we can address Mary as “Mother of God”. It is as a theologian rather than as a 

politician that Cyril is honoured. 

So let us give thanks that Cyril lived, and let us enjoy the fruits of his achievement; but although we ought all to share his pure zeal 

for the truth, let us not hurry to imitate his more vigorous methods! 

Tuesday 23rd June: Saint Etheldreda (Audrey) 

Abbess c. 630 - 679 Born in Suffolk, the daughter of Anna, King of East Anglia, she was 

married twice, but maintained her virginity in both relationships. Her second marriage was to 

Egfrith, son of King Oswy of Northumbria. Egfrith eventually grew tired of their brother and 

sister relationship, but she steadfastly refused to break her vow of virginity. Saint Wilfrid 

supported her in her resolve, and persuaded her to  leave Egfrith and take the veil at 

Coldingham. Moving on to Ely, she was elected Abbess of the double Monastery. Ely was very 

richly endowed, but Etheldreda continued to live a life of extreme austerity. She remained 

Abbess until her death in 679. Many historians are agreed that she was the most popular of 

the Anglo-Saxon women saints. 



The Heavenfield Partnership is a united group of the Roman Catholic parishioners in Bellingham, Haltwhistle, Haydon Bridge, Hexham, 

Minsteracres, Otterburn and Swinburne, supporting each other in the creation of a vibrant and evangelising community. 

Sunday 28th June: Saints Peter and Paul 

Saint Peter: Whatever else St Peter may be, he is not the 

model of a wise and noble hero. He walks on the water – but 

then panics and starts to sink. He makes the first profession of 

faith – and moments later blunders into error and is called Satan 

by the Lord. He refuses to be washed, and then, when the 

purpose is explained to him, demands to be washed all over. 

And, of course, he betrays his master soon after having been 

warned that he will and having sworn not to. If Peter is the rock 

on which the Church is built, what a fissured and friable rock it 

is! How much better, we think, to have chosen the Sons of 

Thunder, for their energy; or Judas Iscariot, for his financial 

acumen; or John, because he was loved the best. 

The choosing of Peter teaches us a lesson. The Church’s 

foundation-stone and its first leader is not all-wise, all-knowing, 

good, heroic, and beautiful. He is a very ordinary man who 

makes about as many mistakes as we would in his place, and kicks himself for them just as thoroughly afterwards. If St Peter had been 

a hero, we could easily have despaired of ever becoming like him. If St Peter had been great, and noble, and good, we could have told 

ourselves that the Church is for the saints, despaired, sat down, and not bothered. But the Church is not just for saints: it  is for 

confused, impetuous, cowardly people like us – or St Peter. The rock crumbles, the ropes are frayed, the wood is rotten – but, 

although that improbable building, the Church, is made of such inferior materials, it grows (on the whole) faster than it collapses, and 

it is grace that holds it together. In the end, it was grace that gave the coward the courage to bear witness when it counted, grace 

that gave the fool the wisdom he needed to set the infant Church on her way, grace that taught the impetuous man patience and 

forbearance. We none of us admire ourselves, however much we would like to; let us not try to admire St Peter either, but admire 

instead the grace he was given, and pray that, weak as we are, we may be given it too, and may use it. 

Saint Paul is not an attractive figure today. We are still knee deep in the overripe fruit of late romanticism: we admire men who 

feel, not think; who enchant people into following them, not argue them into submission. There is even, nowadays, a fashion for saying 

that Paul invented Christianity as we know it, that he set out with the cynical aim of fashioning an enduring institution; and that the 

real Christianity, the Christianity of Christ, is something quite different from and far nicer than the Christianity we know. Yes, Paul’s 

mind did shape the early Church. Yes, without him things would have been different. And all the information that we have in the New 

Testament is entirely consistent with the whole thing being a Pauline conspiracy. But so what? “Consistent with” is a treacherous 

phrase. We trust God, we have faith in the Holy Spirit – we say so out loud on Sundays – and we believe that God called Saul 

because he needed him, and that the renamed Saul did and said what needed to be said and done. 

Paul is not some cold and remote intellectual – just read the Epistles, and see if that stands up. Paul is always reminding people of his 

weakness – look, I know what I ought to do, and I keep on doing the opposite – look, I have this thorn in my flesh and God absolutely 

refuses to take it away. Paul is not all mind – he does have his troubles too. But yes, Paul does have a mind, and that raises problems 

in an age that doesn’t, that uses “clever” as a term of abuse. Remember, though, that we are commanded to love the Lord our God 

with all our heart, with all our soul, with all our mind, and with all our strength. Perhaps we cannot love St Paul very much nowadays; 

but let us at least pray for the grace to love God with our minds, as he did. 

HEALTHY COUPLE RELATIONSHIPS AND SUPPORT WHEN THEY ARE NOT 

All relationships have their ups and downs and sometimes a positive solution is hard to find. In these extraordinary days 

in which we experience lives of enforced isolation such difficulties may become enhanced and overriding. MarriageCare, 

a charity with which our Diocese collaborates on preparing engaged couples for marriage, provides a counselling service 

for couples or individuals experiencing difficulties in their relationship which one or both find challenging and 

problematic. You can access support through the MarriageCare website in the ‘How we help’ section, ‘Relationship 

counselling’. Full contact details are provided for further enquiries and venues, and include FAQ’s. 

DOMESTIC ABUSE, FAMILY SUPPORT AND SUPPORT FOR CHILDREN IN DOMESTIC ABUSE 

MarriageCare also provides many useful links under the ‘How we help’ section; Relationship support organisations; Debt 

and Finance; Family support organisations; Domestic abuse – here there are many links under the ‘domestic violence 

help resources’ including support for women, men and children. 


